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Abstract: String theory has not come close to a complete formulation after half a century of intense research. On the other hand, a number of
features of the theory suggest that the theory in its complete form may be a final theory. The combination of conceptual incompleteness and
allusions to finality seems difficult to grasp. Two main points are made in this talk. First, it is pointed out that finality claims in the context of string
theory are motivated in a fundamentally different way than traditional claims of finality one finds in earlier physics. Second, it is argued that finality
and chronic conceptual incompleteness may be related to each other in a string theory context in an interesting way. The talk ends with discussing
possible implications of this situation for the long-term prospects of theory building in fundamental physics.
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