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Abstract: The noise dominated nature of the gravitational wave detectors requires an assessment of the noise background in the search for
astrophysical signals. Starting with a frequentist approach, the original analysis used about 16 seconds of data after the merger signal to find how
frequently random noise mimics the expected signal. We present the results of extending the background estimation to 4096 seconds of public LIGO
data and discuss the concerns arising from subtleties in the analysis for the long and self-similar echo templates. 
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