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Abstract: <p>It has long been believed that Stradivari and his contemporaries in 18<sup>th</sup> Century Italy built violins with playing qualities
unmatched by later makers. However, a team of researchers led by Claudia Fritz and Joseph Curtin have shown that under double-blind conditions
neither professional violinists nor experienced listeners can tell Old Italian violins from new ones at better than chance levels. Moreover, players and
listeners tend to prefer the new. Violin-maker, researcher, and MacArthur Fellow Joseph Curtin will discuss recent developments in violin science,
and his own interest in measuring violin sound in order to establish objective parameters for violin quality.</p>
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