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Abstract: <p>In (relatively) recent years some philosophers of physics have developed and advocated a new view about how to understand
spatiotemporal structures posited in theories such as classical mechanics, relativistic theories and GR; it is called the 'dynamical approach' to
spacetime (H. Brown 2005, <em>Physical Relativity</em>).  The dynamical approach (DA) holds that spacetime structure should not be thought of
as conceptually prior to the laws of nature, or as constraining the forms that the laws may have. Instead, the DA approach says that the laws of
nature are prior, and spacetime structures are no more than a reflection, or codification, of facts (especially symmetry facts) about the dynamical
laws in our world. In my talk I will explore the motivations and arguments given in support of the dynamical approach, and raise doubts about
whether they are coherent and compelling. Although no-one should come away from my talk with a perfect understanding of the nature of spacetime
(or even just: spacetime as it appears in classical relativistic theories), I hope that all will come to appreciate the difficulty of deciding what even
clear and mathematically well-understood physical theories really tell us about basic aspects of physical reality.</p>
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