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Abstract: <span>By focusing on aspects of black hole thermodynamics, I will present some evidences supporting the unexpected role of the
complex self-dual variables in quantum gravity. This will also be the occasion of revisiting some aspects of three-dimensional gravity, and in
particular the link between the BTZ black hole and the Turaev-Viro state sum model. Also the information on the website for next week needs to be
modified: We will not have a seminar on Thursday (as Thursday is PI day). Instead, we will have the seminar on Wednesday, but actually would
prefer a different time, namely 3.30 pm.</span>
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