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Ontic versus Epistemic

Ontic state = real state of affairs

Epistemic state = state of knowledge

Classical case:
Points in phase space are ontic states
Probability distributions over phase space are epistemic states
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Ontic versus Epistemic

Ontic state = real state of affairs

Epistemic state = state of knowledge

Classical case:
Points in phase space are ontic states
Probability distributions over phase space are epistemic states

Ontic parameter = the real state of affairs varies with this parameter

Epistemic param / r = an observer's state of knowledge varies with this

parameter real state of affairs may stay the same)
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