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Abstract: I will discuss some joint work with K. Uhlenbeck. There is a general method for constructing soliton hierarchies from a splitting of Lie
algebras. We explain how formal scattering and inverse scattering, Hamiltonian structures, commuting conservation laws, B•acklund
transformations, tau functions, and Virasoro actions on tau functions can all be constructed in a uni ed way from such splittings.
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