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Abstract: Stability on cosmological time scales constitutes one of the few robust guiding principles in the formulation of a theory of dark matter.
This suggests the existence of a stabilizing symmetry associated to dark matter. I will explore several examples of stabilizing symmetries beyond the
canonical Z_2 parity, such as Abelian Z_N discrete gauge symmetries, Non-Abelian discrete symmetries, and flavor symmetries.
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