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Einstein 1916.

“important simplification of the
laws of nature”™ and “considerable
simplification of the formuilae and
calculations™ provided by choice of
volume-preserving gauge

Einstein’s change in attitude

Einstein 1918

Reply to Kretschmann

General covariant formulation of 3
theory shouid be the “simplest and
maost transpartent” one available to
i

Newtonian mechanics and gravitation
ruled out “practically if not
theoretically” by this principle.
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Einstein’s change of heart

in November [916, Einstein wrote to Weyl:

relatedly to the view that the theory [GR] becomes more

>mc 15 applied and when no restnictions are
f reference. It is true that the formulas then
it more complicated but more suitable for applications: for it

foice of the reference system is advantageous in the
e e it = |y e s B e - - —d - e §
-dculanons. Ihe connection between the general covariance requirement and

1on laws also becomes clearer”
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