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Abstract: <span><div id="Cleaner">Probabilities and randomness arise whenever we're not sure what will happen next. They apply to everything
from lottery jackpots to airplane crashes; email spam to insurance policies; medical studies to election polls. This exploration of odds and oddities
will explain how a Probability Perspective can shed new light on many familiar situations in our everyday lives, and how computer algorithms
which use randomness can be used to address problems in many branches of science.<br><br><div id="Cleaner"><div id="Cleaner">Jeffrey
Rosenthal is a professor in the Department of Statistics at the University of Toronto and examines odds and statistics in everyday life. His interest in
probability theory began at an early age when, as a child, he enjoyed flipping coins, rolling dice and computing probabilities. He followed his
passion and earned his BSc in Mathematics, Physics, and Computer Science from the University of Toronto at the age of 20; his PhD in
Mathematics from Harvard University at the age of 24; and tenure in the Department of Statistics at the University of Toronto at the age of 29. He is
also a fellow of the Institute for Mathematical Statistics.<br><br><div id="Cleaner"><div id="Cleaner">Professor Rosenthal has been honoured
with a Premierâ€™s Research Excellence Award, the COPSS Presidentâ€™s Award from the Committee of Presidents of Statistical Societies, a
Harvard University Teaching Award in 1991, an Arts and Science Outstanding Teaching Award in 1998 at the University of Toronto and the 2006
CRM-SSC Prize in Statistics. He is author of â€œStruck by Lightning, The Curious World of Probabilitiesâ€• and A First Look a Rigorous
Probability Theory. He also co-authored â€œProbability and Statistics: The Science of Uncertaintyâ€•.<br><br><div id="Cleaner"><div
id="Cleaner">Despite being born on Friday the thirteenth, Rosenthal considers himself a very fortunate person.<br><span style="line-height:
1.22;"><br>""It is a truth very certain that, when it is not in our power to determine what is true, we ought to follow what is most probable."" - Rene
Descartes (1596-1650), French philosopher and mathematician</span></div></div></div></div></div></div></div></span>
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