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Abstract: It has recently been proposed by Nayeri, Brandenberger and Vafa, that the thermodynamics of strings in the early universe can provide us
with a causal mechanism to generate a scale invariant spectrum of primordial density fluctuations, without requiring an intervening epoch of
inflation. We will review this mechanism, and report on more recent work which has uncovered several observational consequences of the NBV
mechanism, some of which in principle, will be distinguishable from the generic predictions of inflation.
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