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Abstract: Although Einstein emerged as a leading spokesman for pacifism in 1930, his political views already underwent a major shift even before
Hitler came to power in January 1933. Disappointment with negotiations at the 1932 Disarmament Conference in Geneva led him to the conclusion
that the only hope of averting a major war was the creation of a strong world government. Only after the Second World War did he have the
opportunity to promote this political cause, however, partly by taking advantage of his event image as A“grandfather of the bomb.A” Though he in
fact played no significant part in the events that led up to the Manhattan project, in the wake of Hiroshima he became an active spokesman calling
for control of nuclear weapons through the creation of an international organization that would serve as a stepping stone to world government. <kw>
David Rowe, politics, world government, pacifists, Hiroshima, Anatomy of Peace, </kw>
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Einstein’s Political Legacy

* [ntellectual and Human Freedom

 Peace, Internationalism, and \World
Government

e Cultural Zionism
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At a Jewish student conference,
1924
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Three Periods of
Intense Political Activity

Early Weimar: Nov. 1918-1922
(Internationalism and Zionism)
Late Weimar: 1930-32
(Militant Pacifism: USA)
Post WW II: Aug. 1945-1949

(Arms Control and World
Government)
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Time’s Person of the Century

“the embodiment of
oure intellect, the FE “‘* NTURY
bumbling professor ‘ :
with the German '

accent, a comic cliché
In a thousand films.”

Pirsa: 05100029



Einstein’s Political Pragmatism

In rebutting a critic of his views on world
government shortly after the end of the
Second World War, he stressed that one’s
strength of conviction must be “based
upon a clear understanding of the
prevaliling objective conditions” (Reply to
Sumner Welles).
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Prominent Allies

Sigmund Freud
Bertrand Russell
David Hilbert
Romain Rolland

Paul Langevin
Rabbi Stephen Wise
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Freud and Russell




Paul Langevin and Romain Rolland




Rabbi Stephen Wise
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Less Known (but often more
significant) Allies

Leo Szi
Georg N

ard

Icolal

Emil Julius Gumbel
Rosika Schwimmer

=mery Reves



Einstein, the Militant Pacifist
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Einstein’s Militant Pacifism,
1930-1932

* In 1928 Einstein came out in support of
the War Resisters’ International

» Returning to New York in December 1930,
he calls the U.S. “a bulwark of the
democratic way of life.”

« At a meeting of the New History Society at
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel he delivered his
famous “Two Per Cent Speech”
advocating a militant pacifism.
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Einstein’s “Two Per Cent Speech,”
December 1930

“The aim of all pacifists must be to
convince others of the immorality of war
and rid the world of the shameful slavery
of military service...Even if only two per
cent of those assigned to perform military
service shall announce their refusal to
fight... governments would be powerless ,
they would not dare send such a large
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Rosika Schwimmer and Einstein’s
Most Famous Pacifist Speech

She was denied
American
citizenship for
refusing to take an
oath that required
a promise to bear
arms for the
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Letter to Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom

‘| consider Frau Schwimmer’s stand of
great value and deserving the support of
all true humanitarians. Governments
represent the people, and the people are
still under the spell of obsolete traditions of
military duty. World peace, a crying
necessity, Is not to be achieved unless
spiritually progressive forces refuse to
yield to public authorities, controlled by
factions which should be defeated. . . .”
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“Those convinced of this necessity should
consider It their duty to uphold publicly this
conviction; thereby they bring upon
themselves a conflict with public authority.
A result can be obtained only If a large
number of influential personalities have
the moral courage for such an
attitude. . . 7
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“Such an attitude is revolutionary. But only
through acts of rebellion can the fettered
Individual break chains which, though
forged in laws, have grown into
unendurable bondage. In this situation, too,
such a recourse is unavoidable. Credit is
due Frau Schwimmer for having realized
this and having acted courageously In
accordance with her convictions.”
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Einstein’'s Message:
Don’'t Moralize—Act

“‘Real Pacifists shouldn’t
behave like Sheep’
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Einstein’s “Two Per Cent Speech’

When those who are bound together by
pacifist ideals hold a meeting they are
always consorting with their own kind only.
They are like sheep huddled together
while the wolves wait outside. | think
pacifist speakers have this difficulty: they
usually reach their own crowd, who are
pacifists already. The sheep’s voice does

not get beyond this circle and therefore is
iIneffective . . .
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Real pacifists, those who are not up in the
clouds but who think and count realities,
must fearlessly try to do things of practical
value to the cause and not merely speak
about pacifism. Deeds are needed. Mere

words do not get pacifists anywhere.
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Einstein’s American Enemies

The Women Patriot Corporation
Attacks Einstein, 1932
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Reply to American WWomen Patriots,
New York Times, 4 December 1932

“‘Never have | experienced from the fair sex
such energetic rejection of all advances; or
If | have, never from so many at once. But
are they not quite right, these watchful
citizenesses? . . .
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“‘Why should one open one’s doors to a
person who devours hard-boiled capitalists
with as much gusto as the Cretan
Minotaur. . .devoured luscious Greek
maidens, and. . .is low-down enough to
reject every sort of war, except the
unavoidable war with one’s own wife?”
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Elizabeth Dilling: America’s
Foremost Redbaiter

* Author of The Red Network
(1934), a sourcebook cited
often by the F.B.I.

« Einstein (along with Gandhi
and Jane Addams) singled
out as highly pernicious

* Prosecuted for sedition
= dtiring WWII



Fascism in the U.S.A.

» Glen Jeansonne
on the Mothers’
Movement and
American Fascism

» Traces the Roots
of the Mothers’
Movement to
Chicago and
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The 1932 Geneva
Disarmament Conference

A Crushing Defeat for Pacifists
and Internationalists
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“To arm i1s to give one’s voice and make
one’s preparations, not for peace but for
war. Therefore people will not disarm step
by step; they will disarm at one blow or not
at all”.



Einstein’s Political Publicist:
Imre Revesz alias Emery Reves
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The Hungarian Trio: Imre Reveéesz
with von Neumann and Fellner
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Berlin’s Chief Propagandists:
Munzenberg and Goebbels




Milnzenberg's
Arbeiter Illustrierte Zeitung




The Einsteins Summer House
In Caputh

,mﬁﬂ.—‘_’”_vﬁ_ it i AR el )
I

IB 1

""""*L

=

-"------— -'ﬂ""-r



Milnzenberg's
Arbeiter Illustrierte Zeitung




The Einsteins Summer House
In Caputh
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The Nazis Rise to Power

« September 1930: Nazis first electoral success,
18.3% of vote, 107 seats in Reichstag (from 12
in 1928)

» July 1932: huge Nazi trtumph, 37.3% of vote,
230 seats in Reichstag

« 30 January 1933: Hitler appointed Chancellor
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Einstein’s Initial Response to
the New Nazi Regime
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Einstein’s Political Manifesto,
March 1933

“‘As long as | have any choice, | will only
stay in a country where political liberty,
tolerance, and equality of all citizens
before the law prevall. Political liberty
Implies the freedom to express one’s
political opinions orally and in writing;
tolerance implies respect for any and
every individual opinion.”

Pirsa: 05100029



“These conditions do not obtain In
Germany at the present time. Those who
have done most for the cause of
International understanding, among them
some of the leading artists, are being
persecuted there.”
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Einstein Renounces Pacifism

(As a Tactic, not as a Goal)

Pirsa: 05100029



Solvay Conference 1927
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Letter to a French Pacifist, July 1933

“What | shall tell you will greatly surprise you.
Until quite recently we in Europe could assume
that personal war resistance constituted an
effective attack on militarism. Today we face an
altogether different situation. In the heart of
Europe lies a power, Germany, that is obviously
pushing toward war with all available means. . ..
Belgium . . . cannot possibly misuse its armed
forces; rather it needs them desperately to
protect its very existence, Imagine Belgium
occupied by present-day Germany!”
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“...were | a Belgian, | would not, in the
present circumstances, refuse military
service; rather | would enter such service
cheerfully in the belief that | would thereby
be helping to save European civilization.
This does not mean that | am surrendering
the principle for which | have stood
heretofore. | have no greater hope than
that the time may not be far off when
refusal of military service will once again
pbe an effective method of serving the
cause of human progress.”
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Events in Berlin Following the
Nazi's Seizure of Power
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Booted out of the Berlin Academy

» AE actually resigned on 28
March 1933, before he got
the boot

)

* On 4 April 1933 the Einsteins (/-
requested that their German S S
citizenship be withdrawn f i

SINIICE HHUHIH-\!'
» Legalistic infighting and a Fﬁmlmuum .
massive propaganda
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Book Burning Ceremonies,
10 May 1933

* Orchestrated by Nazi
Students throughout
Germany

* Long Lists of Banned
Books prepared

* Einstein’s Works not
Prominent among
those considered
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Escaping the Flames:
Beginnings of the Einstein Archive
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Hertha Schifelbein: Elsa Einstein’s
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With Rudi and llse Kayser

» |Ise was Elsa
Einstein’s older
daughter and AE’s
first secretary

« She married Rudolf
Kayser in 1926

» Arranged the
removal of Einstein’s
papers from Berlin
to Paris in 1933

PPPPP : 05100029



lIse’s Workplace: Einstein’s Turret
Study above the Apartment on

Haberlandstrasse
’ e _
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The Decontextualized Einstein

* First Published by Rudolf
Kayser in Amsterdam in
1934

* Republished with Notes
by Einstein’s Swiss
biographer, Carl Seelig

o Urtext for Numerous
Collections of Einstein’s
=<Bopular Writings




Einstein and the Bomb
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Myths and Realities of the Bomb

« Einstein and E = mc? were

linked with Hiroshima after
August 1945

» Einstein was denied
security clearance by the

army for war research In
1940

« His main role in discussions

of atomic energy only,__.
hanan after Hirnehima




F.B.l Report on Einstein for Army
Intelligence, 1940

“Dr. Einstein, since being ousted from
Germany as a Communist, has been
sponsoring the principle Communist
causes in the U.S., has contributed to
Communist magazines, and has been an
honorary member of the U.S.S.R.
Academy since 1927."
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War Research with the Navy

Y/

U
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Launching the Manhattan
Project?
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Two Fathers of the Bomb?

mamm © J.R. Oppenheimer

§ P wasdrawn by the

| ”%& technical challenge
AR in 1942

—

« Einstein was
deeply concerned
that the Germans
would get the
bomb first
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Einstein and Leo Szilard
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Einstein’s First Letterto F.D.R.,
2 August 1939
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From Einstein’s First Letter
IoFIDR

“Some recent work by E. Fermi and L.
Szilard. . .leads me to expect that the element
uranium may be turned into a new. . .source
of energy in the immediate future. This
[might]. . .lead to the construction of. .
.extremely powerful bombs of a new type.”
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Einstein’s Second Letter to FDR,
/7 March 1940

“Since the outbreak of the war, interest in
uranium has intensified in Germany. |
have now learned that research there is
carried out in great secrecy and that it has
been extended to another of the Kaiser
Wilhelm Institutes, the Institute of
Physics.”
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“The latter has been taken over by the
government and a group of physicists,
under the leadership of C. F. von
Weizsacker, who is now working there on
uranium in collaboration with the Institute
of Chemistry. The former director was sent
away on a leave of absence, apparently
for the duration of the war”
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Six Months Prior to Trinity
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Bohr's Message to Einstein:
22 December 1944

Do not

‘complicate the
delicate task of
the statesmen.”
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Oppenheimer with his Boss,
General Leslie Groves




“Little Boy” and “Fat Man”. . .




.. .and their Impact on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki
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The Post-Hiroshima Era
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Spencer Weart, Nuclear Fear

‘when scientists and the press
collaborated in making the old man a
prime symbol of nuclear energy, they were
using the symbolism to insist that
scientists, however wise and well-
meaning, had released forces far beyond
the ordinary ken.”
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Einstein, Reves, and the
Movement for World Government
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Open Letter Promoting Reves’
The Anatomy of Peace

‘It happens that at this crucial moment of
our history, a small book has been
published, a very important book, which
expresses with the utmost clarity and
simplicity what many of us have been
thinking and saying . . .”
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“We urge every American man and
woman of good will to read this book, to
think about its conclusions, and to discuss
It with neighbors and friends, privately and
publicly. A few weeks ago these
conclusions seemed important, but
something concerning the future. With the
reality of atomic warfare, they are of
Immediate, urgent necessity If civilization
does not want to commit suicide.”
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Einstein as Victim:
the McCarthy Era
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Taking U.S. Citizenship,
October 1940

* |nterviewed afterward
by NBC Radio for
broadcast “| am an

American” sponsored
by the INS 4

* Ten years later the
INS, supported by the
FBI, began an
Investigation aimed at

~seegeporting Einstein




LIFE Magazine, Exposing the Red
Menace, 5 April 1949

OPES AND FELLOW TRAVELERS -
HHES W E[IHMIIIISI ﬁll]lfS
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The McCarthy Era

« 29 August 1949: U.S.S.R. successfully
tests A-bomb

« January 1950: Truman’s crash program to
build H-bomb

» February 1950: McCarthy’s speech in
Wheeling, WVa with list of 205 members
—=0f the CP In State Department



From the Einstein File
(Available Online Thanks to FOIA)

“Einstein Is elther the
Chairman of, e | NG
member, SpOnSOT, AFFTLIATION WITE SUBVERSIVE LMD OTHER (RGANTZATTONS =~

= | rovisw of the Buresm filss reflects that Professor Binstain is
atron Or OtherWISe gither the Chairesn of, mesher, sponscr, endorser, patron or ctharwise
p arri14ated with 10 organizations which have been cited by the Attorpey Oeneral,
. - 13 which hava bean citad by the Souse Committee on Mneimerdcan fetivitiss and
afﬁllated Wlth 1 0 10 wiich bave been cited by the California Fouse Coemittes oo Timjmerican
ictivities, all as being Commmistic groups. Atiached are seperats lists of »
various orgaxizations citad by the Attorney Geosral, the House Comrities on

O rga N |Zat|0 ns Wh |Ch Ta-iserican Activitiss and the Californis Comitiss on Uoelmsriom hetivitis,

Rinstain is also affiliated in ope of the categoriss mentioned sbove

h ave bee n Cited by wth approxizataly 50 miscellaneous organisations wirch have not been cited by

&7 of the above-mentioned groups, Exmmples of the miscellinscus orgamisations

: n-izerican Relisf Comxittas for Vietims of Fascime (61-T566-1660 md

the Attorney General. &) ariasmiias Shais s &
- 100-311825-200, Pgee 5, 12, 20); International Laague Against Imperialim

aS bel ng (Des Committes, Volms 1, Pg, 565); Japanese~jnarican Committes for Democracy

Communistic
-Groups.”




On Television Show “Today with
Mrs. Roosevelt,” 10 February 1950

» Appearance nearly
coincided with arrest
of Klaus Fuchs in
England on charges
of Spying for
USSR

» FBIl began pursuing
case of Einstein soon
thereaftier
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Fred Jerome on J. Edgar Hoover's
Obsession with Einstein

« F.B.l. File on Einstein
Dates Back to 1932

« Soviet Success with
Bomb in 1949 prompted
Search for Scapegoats

1111 NHHLSNI qHL wowe s

Pirsa: 05100029



Einstein to Queen Elizabeth of
Belgium, 28 March 1954

All manner of fable is being attached to my
personality, and there is no end to the
number of ingeniously devised tales. All

the more do | appreciate and respect what
IS truly sincere.”
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Open Letter to William Frauenglass,
The New York Times

“If enough people are ready to take this
grave step they will be successful. If not,
then the intellectuals of this country
deserve nothing better than the slavery
which is intended for them.”
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