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Abstract: This talk will examine the critical period in European concert music in the years around 1900, when the first generation of
modernists--including Schoenberg, Mahler, Bartok, Debussy, and Stravinsky--were forging new musical languages. These composers were not
revolutionaries. All remained deeply attached to their musical pasts, to traditions of tonality, syntax, and form. But each was able to re-imagine in a
unique fashion the legacies of the nineteenth century to create powerful music fully characteristic of the dawning century. <kw>Walter Frisch,
Romanticism, modernism, music, music, Einstein, tone colours, Strauss, Godowsky, Schoenberg, Strauss, folk music, Puccini </kw>
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“If | were not a physicist, | would probably
be a musician. | often think in music. | live
my daydreams in music. | see my life in
terms of music.”

Albert Einstein
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Leopold Godowsky, Albert Einstein, Arnold Schoenberg
Carnegie Hall, April 1, 1934
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Richard Strauss
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SALOME
Allein was tut's? Was tut's?
lch habe deinen Mund gekuldt, Jokanaan.
Ich habe ihn gekul3t, deinen Mund.

HERODES
(zu Soldaten)
Man tote dieses \Welb!
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Gilacomo Puccini

Pirsa: 05100026 Page 7/29




Pirsa: 05100026 Page 8/29




Pi

Puccini/Giacosa-lllica, Tosca, Act |i

Scarpia (gridando)
Aprite le porte
che n'oda i lamenti!

La voce di Cavaradossi
Vi sfido!

Scarpia
(gridando a Roberti)
Piu forte! Piu forte!

La voce di Cavaradossi
Vi sfido!

Scarpia (a Tosca)
Parlate...

Tosca
Che dire?

W
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Scarpia
Su, via!
Tosca
Ah! non so nulla!

(disperata)
dovrel mentir?

Scarpia (insistendo)
Dite dov'e Angelotti?
parlate su, via, dove
celato sta?

Tosca
No! - Ah! Piu non posso! -
Che orror! Cessate |l
martir! E troppo il soffrir!

La voce di Cavaradossi
Ahime!
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Gustav Mahler
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Arnold Schoenberg
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Stefan George, Entrickung

Ich fuhle luft von anderem planeten.
Mir blassen durch das dunkel die gesichter
Die freundlich eben noch sich zu mir drehten.

Ich bin ein funke nur vom heiligen feuer

Ich bin ein dréhnen nur der heiligen stimme. &

p
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Anton Webern
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Webern, Five Movements for String Quartet, op. 5, no. 2
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Bela Bartok
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Webern, Five Movements for String Quartet, op. 5, no. 2
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Bela Bartok
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Bartok Recording Folk Music
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lgor Stravinsky
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Bartok Recording Folk Music
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lgor Stravinsky
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Wassily Kandinsky, Impression 3 (Concert)
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Scriabin, Light-Music Instrument, ca. 1911
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Claude Debussy
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Max Reger
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Johann Strauss, Jr.
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Richard Strauss Maurice Ravel
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